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PUBLIC TRANSPORT — BUS SERVICES — BALDIVIS 
Grievance 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.52 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. 
I am sure she will appear very directly. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, your wish is her command. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: Magically, she appears! 

I call on the minister today to extend bus services in Baldivis. The electorate of Baldivis is one of the fastest growing 
areas in Australia. With growth, comes demands for quality local transport services that Western Australians have 
come to expect. The residents of Baldivis, Wellard, Bertram and surrounding suburbs already value our fast, clean 
and efficient rail service. I have heard it mentioned more than once that locals can commute to the Perth CBD 
quicker than it would take them to drive from some of our inner suburbs. Baldivis is already served by five local 
bus services—routes 564 to 568. The first four routes serve the area south of Safety Bay Road where most of 
Baldivis’ growth has traditionally occurred. Route 568 serves residents north of Safety Bay Road as far as 
Fifty Road near the Baldivis Primary School. However, recently north Baldivis has experienced strong growth in 
the area between Fifty Road and north to Kerosene Lane where a redeveloped Spudshed and small shopping centre 
have opened. It is also served by the new and growing Baldivis Gardens Primary School. Minister, this area is 
crying out for a bus service. New families continue to make their home in this part of Baldivis. Since before I was 
elected, I have campaigned strongly to improve bus services across the electorate. I have initiated petitions and 
repeatedly raised the need for extended bus services. Since my election as the minister for Baldivis, I have met 
officials of the Public Transport Authority on numerous occasions, requested and attended several briefings on 
local bus services, sent a number of letters highlighting the need for improved local bus services and, as the 
minister knows, I have taken up the issue directly with her as well. I know there is a need to connect more of our 
growing suburbs to local train services, as envisioned by Metronet. This area of north Baldivis is also home to the 
Tuart Lakes Lifestyle Village. Residents there would also welcome a local bus service to get them to medical and 
other services and shops in the Baldivis town centre and, of course, to connect them with the local train station at 
Warnbro station. 

Minister, I am very aware of the extra expense involved in providing new bus services. I know the cost that comes 
with providing new services. I also know that most bus services have to be subsidised by the taxpayer, and we all 
know the terrible mess that the previous Liberal–National government left us in terms of record debt and deficit. 
I understand the difficulties that a responsible government faces in balancing the demand for services with prudent 
financial management to protect the interests of hardworking, taxpaying families. Minister, other parts of the 
electorate are also in need of extra bus services and I will continue to work hard for these. But I am aware that the 
area of north Baldivis is considered by transport experts to be the area most in need, compared with any location 
in the metropolitan area. I know that the minister has been carefully considering this service and I urge her to 
support it. Thank you. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.56 am]: I thank the member for Baldivis for his 
grievance. The member did say that he was elected as “minister for Baldivis”. I know there is going to be 
a reshuffle but I did not know it was going to be that big—only kidding! 

Thank you, member, for raising that particular issue. Since being elected and before his election, the member has 
brought to my attention the issues arising from Baldivis being such a fast growing community and the needs of 
growing communities. We have seen it happen across the suburbs from Baldivis, along Armadale Road—around 
Piara Waters and Harrisdale—and further up to Alkimos where a number of corridors have seen significant growth 
and the subsequent need for us to deliver those matching bus and public transport services. Of course, there is 
always a tight budget with bus services and I always wish I could do more, but we are trying to do what we can 
whilst operating within the very tight financial framework that we inherited from the previous government. I thank 
the member for the grievance and his continued support and advocacy. As he said, he has raised a number of issues 
across the community with me and we are trying to go through them one by one to see what we can do. Of course, 
the member has raised the issue of north Baldivis with me a number of times. I understand that the member has 
also had the opportunity to meet with some officials about how we can increase the services to north Baldivis. 

I am pleased to announce that following the acquisition of a terminus location near Kerosene Lane, the Public Transport 
Authority is now able to commence plans for the extension of route 568 into north Baldivis. From February next 
year, Transperth plans to operate an extended route 568 via an interim alignment. Once the road network is 
complete, the service will move into a long-term alignment. The proposed extension will see route 568 extend 
towards a new terminus adjacent to the Spudshed on Annabelle Way near Kerosene Lane. It is expected that the 
completion of Nairn Drive roadworks will not occur for one to two years following this; however, because of the 
strong need and the member’s strong advocacy, we are able to justify the interim alignment. Transperth will also 
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undertake community consultation for the proposed road extension on Saturday, 24 November. The community 
will be able to provide feedback through the website, via email or on the info line. 

I thank the member again for his advocacy of this issue and, in particular, I am very pleased to announce that we 
are able to provide this service and start to ensure that everyone in Baldivis, particularly north Baldivis, has access 
to a new service. 
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